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LATE  NEWS 


A  number  aj^  revisions  in^  cotton  production  in  foreign  countries  haye 
"been  received  since  the  table  on  world  production  was  published  by  this 
Office  on  October  22,  although  none  of  the  estimates  may  be  considered  as 
final  at  this  early  date, 

Downward  revisions  include  about  125,000  bales  (of  500  pounds)  in 
Egypt  due  to  heavy  bollworm  and  leaf  worm  damage  and  shortage  of  irrigation 
water  in  lower  Egypt,  at  least  100,000  bales  in  the  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan 
for  the  same  reasons;  150,000  to  200,000  in  India  due  mainly  to  failure 
of  the  monsoon  In  northern  and  west  central  cotton  areas;  about  ^0,000 
in  Pakistan  due  to  lack  of  rain  in  southern  zones;  at  least  170,000  in 
China  due  to  drought  early  in  the  season,  floods  in  July  and  heavier 
than  usual  insect  damage;  50,000  to  100,000  in  Syria  due  to  heavy  insect 
damage  and  shortage  of  water;  and  75,000  in  Mexico  due  to  drought »  No 
upward  revisions  have  been  reported  thus  far.., 


An  announcement^ by  the  Pakistan  Government  in  October  1951  states 
that  cotton  yarn  from  India  vj.il  be  imported  solely  on  Government  account. 
Imports  of  this  commodity  on  private  account  are  now  prohibited. 


In  view  of  the  poor  outlook  for  the  Ecuadoran  cotton  crop  .in  1951-52, 
the  Government  has  authorized  the  import  of  about  2,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  after  the  local  textile  industry  has  purchased  the  entire  domestic 
crop,    In  addition,  the.  33  percent  import  permit  tax  on  raw  cotton  has  been 
eliminated  temporarily,,    It  is  anticipated  that  additional  imports  of 
cotton  will  be  authorized  later. 
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and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and  consumption  of 
farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.    Circulation  of  this 
periodical  is  free  to  those  persons  in  the  rJ,  S,  needing  the  infor- 
mation it  contains  in  farming,  business  and  professional  operations:. 
Issued  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  of  the  IT,  S« 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 


November  12,  1951  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  k93 


COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


TOBACCO 


BRAZIL'S  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 
INCREASED;  EXPORTS  DECREASED 

Brazil's  1951-52  tobacco  production  is  unofficially  forecast  at  about 
k  percent  above  the  1950-51  revised  outturn,  according  to  A.  L.  Peaslee, 
Consul,  American  Consulate,  Port  Alegre.    Exports  of  leaf  during  the 
first  5  months  of  1951  were  28  percent  lower  than  in  the  corresponding 
1950  period. 

The  country's  1951-52  tobacco  crop  is  tentatively  forecast  at  2^0.7 
million  pounds  from  302,700  acres.    This  compares  with  232.3  million 
pounds  from  296,800  acres  during  the  1950-51  season  and  213.0  million 
pounds  from  284,800  acres  in  I9U9-50.    The  1951-52  forecast  is  subject 
to  downward  revision  if  weather  conditions  are  not  favorable  during 
the  growing  season. 

Preliminary  forecasts  for  flue-cured  leaf  in  1951-52  indicate  only 
a  slight  increase  over  195°-51  In  Bio  Grande  do  Sul,    The  forecast  for 
this  year' s  plantings  in  Santa  Catarina  is  about  10  percent  above  last 
year's  revised  estimate.    Production  of  air-cured  leaf  in  these  Brazilian 
States  during  1951-52  is  expected  to  be  relatively  steady  when  compared 
with  the  1950-51  output  if  favorable  weather  prevails  during  the  season. 
Acreage  planted  to  tobacco  for  1951-52  in  Bahia,  Minas  Gerais,  and  all 
other  Brazilian  States  are  forecast  at  about  the  same  level  as  I95O-5I. 

Brazilian  leaf  and  twist  exports  totaled  18.8  million  pounds  during 
the  first  5  months  of  1951.    This  corresponds  to  25.9  million  pounds 
during  the  same  1950  period.    The  Netherlands,  the  most  important  export 
outlet  during  1951>  took  nearly  5.0  million  pounds;  Western  Germany, 
the  second  most  important  outlet,  took  3.1  million  pounds;  Switzerland 
ranked  third,  with  2.8  million;  and  Argentina,  fourth,  with  2.0  million 
pounds.    The  remaining  5.9  million  pounds  were  taken  in  varying  quantities 
by  numerous  other  countries  including  the  United  States,  Uruguay,  Belgium, 
Norway,  Denmark,  Finland,  Austria,  Gibraltar,  Czechoslovakia,  Algeria, 
Portugal,  and  "other"  foreign  countries. 

FRENCH  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  AND 
IMPORTS  HIGHER;  EXPORTS  LOWER 

France' s- 1951  tobacco  crop  is  preliminarily  estimated  at  k  percent 
above  the  1950  outturn,  according  to  Monroe  McCowan,  Agricultural  Attache, 
American  Embassy,  Paris.    Imports  of  leaf  tobacco  during  the  first  9 
months  of  1951  were  75  percent  above  the  same  195O  period.    Exports  of 
leaf  tobacco  during  January- September  1951  were  56  percent  below  the  same 
1950  period. 
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The  country's  1951 -leaf  harvest  is  tentatively  estimated  at  121.3 
million  pounds  (farm  sales  weight)  compared  with  a  revised  estimate  of 
the  1950  crop  of  116.9  million  pounds  and  92.4  million  pounds  in  1949. 
Acreage  planted  to  tobacco  in  1951  is  estimated  at  68,300  as  compared 
with  71,000  acres  in  1950  and  74,900  acres  in  1949. 

Imports  of  leaf  during  January-September  1951  totaled  54.1  million 
pounds,  a  monthly  average  of  just  over  6  million  pounds.    This  compares 
with  3O.8  million  pounds,  or  a  monthly  average  of  3.4  million  pounds 
during  the  first  9  months  of  1950.    Algeria,  the  most  important  source  of 
leaf. during  the  first  9  months  of  1951  supplied  16.2  million  pounds;  the 
United  States,  the  second  most  important  leaf  source,  supplied  9.5  million 
pounds;  and  Madagascar  ranked'  third  with.  6.5  million,.    Yugoslavia  was 
fourth,  with  6.3  million  pounds,  Greece,  Fifth,  with  6.2  million;  and 
Turkey,  sixth,  with  3,9  million  pounds.    The  remaining  5.5  million  pounds 
were  supplied  "by  numerous  other  countries  including  Western  Germany, 
Italy,  Brazil,  Paraguay,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Equatorial  and  French 
West  Africa,  the  Cameroons,  and  "other"  foreign  countries  or  areas.  In 
addition  to  leaf,  France  also  imported  1,671,087  pounds  of  cigarettes, 
53,792  pounds  of  cigars,  45,415  pounds  of  smoking  tobacco  and  15,432 
pounds  of  snuff  during  January- September  1951* 

Exports  of  leaf  during  the  first  9  months  of  1951  totaled  43,210 
pounds  compared  with  97,443  pounds  during  the  same  1950  period.  Switzerland, 
the  most  important  leaf  outlet  during  1951,  took  33,069  pounds,  while 
Belgium  and  Luxembourg  took  the  remaining  10, 141  pounds.    In  addition  to 
leaf,  France  exported  811,293  pounds  of  cigarettes,  29,101  pounds  of 
smoking  tobacco,  and  2,425  pounds  of  cigars. 


FATS  AND  OILS 

OILSEED  YIELDS  UP  IN  ITALY, 
SEED  IMPORTS  HIGH  IN  1951 

...  '  .-j 

All  1951  Italian  oilseed  crops  except  sesame  showed  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  per  acre  yields  over  195°,  according  to  Robert  Tetro, 
Agricultural  Attache,  and  Louis  Reda,  American  Embassy,  Rome.    The  yield 
of  soybeans,  in  1951  is  expected  to  be  42  percent  greater  than  in  195°, 
sunflower,  36  percent  greater.    Yields  in  colza  and  rape.,'  for  which 
final  estimates    aire  available,  indicate  11  and  almost  9  percent  increases 
respectively  over  1950.    Sesame,  almost  exclusively  a  Southern  Italian 
crop,  was  planted  in  the  autumn  of  1950  when  heavy  rainfall  interfered 
with  normal  development.  .'  .  , 

The  1951  acreages  were  lower  than  1950  for  rape,  sesame,  soybean 
and  castor  bean;  as  much  as  25  and  28  percent  lower  for  soybean  and 
castor  respectively. 
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ITALY:    Area  and  production  of  specified  oilseeds, 

1950  and  1951 


r  1950        "  j  1951 3.7  n 

Oilseed  ; _  Area_  :  Production  :  ArQa  ,.  ,|  Production 
  :       Acres    ?      Short  tons  :    Acres     :    Short  tons 


Rape  2/.  :  31,57**  :           12,1+58  :  30,668  :  13,023 

Peanut  :  9,308  :  3/        8,105  :  10,289  »  jj  9,573 

Sunflower,,...:  8,  Ola  :             ^,091  :  12,360  :  8,5^+7 

Sesames  :  1,806  •                5I+2  :  1,710  ;  1+67 

Soybean,.  :  1,670  :                875  :  1,263  :  9I+5 

Castor  :  1,1+80  :  876  :  1,070  :  66k 


1/  August  15,  1951  estimates.    2/  Final  1951  estimate.  3/  In 
the  shell. 

Source:    Central  Institute  of  Statistics. 

Plantings  to  oilseeds  in  Italy  are  closely  linked  with  world  prices 
of  oilseeds  and  seed  oils,  as  well  as  the  domestic  olive  crop.    With  the 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  Italian  Government  to  stabilize  prices 
of  fats  and  oils  "by  always  having  "manueverable  imported  stocks"  on 
hand,  Italian  farmers  are  skeptical  about  planting  oilseeds. 

Olive  oil  production  this  year  is  forecast  at  around  300,000  to  330,000 
short  tons.  This  is  a  bumper  crop  and  compares  with  some  187,000  tons 
last  year.    In  addition,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  large  stocks  of 
seed  oil  and  some  olive  oil  in  private  hands,  plus  about  75,000 
tons  of  seed  oil  held  by  the  Government  a3  "maneuverable  stocks."  These 
factors  will  probably  discourage  farmers  from  increasing  their  1952 
acreage  of  oilseeds. 

Wet  imports  of  oilseeds  during  the  first  half  of  1951  were  1+0  percent 
over  the  same  period  last  year.    An  outstanding  development  in  1951 
imports  was  the  shift  from  the  United  States  to  China  as  the  leading 
source  of  supply.    During  the  first  half  of  1950  Italy  imported  from  the 
United  States  27,900  tons  of  oilseeds,  or  37  percent  of  total  quantity 
of  oilseed  imports.    By  comparison,  Italian  imports  from  the  United  States 
during  the  first  half  of  1951  totaled  10,500  tons  or  about  10  percent 
of  total  oilseed  imports.    On  the  other  hand,  imports  from  China  and  Hong 
Kong  rose  from  only  1,150  tons  during  the  first  half  of  1950  to  more 
than  1+6,000  tons  during  the  first  half  of  1951  •    Chinese  sources  thus 
accounted  for  about  1+1+  percent  of  the  January- June  1951  imports.    The  bulk 
of  the  oilseed  imports  from  China  and  Hong  Kong  consisted  of  soybeans, 
but  also  included  peanuts,  rapeseed,  sesame,  and  castor  beans. 
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Among  the'  edible  oilseed  imports  during  1951/  there  was  a' decline 
from  1950  in  imports  of  peanuts  and  sunflower,  and  a  rise  in  imports  of 
soybeans  and  rapeseed..  Among  imports  of  inedible  oilseeds  in  1951  as 
compared  with  1950,  Italy  reduced  its  imports  of  flaxseed  and  palm  seeds, 
and  increased  its  imports  of  castor  "beans,  and  copra. 

During  the  first  half  of  1 951  Italian  imports  of  edible  seed  oil 
totaled  17,760  tons,  or  18  percent  less  than  the  corresponding  period  of 
1950.    Imports  of  industrial  seed  oil,  primarily  coconut " and' palm  oil, 
increased  3  percent.  •  •„  .  .  ; 

The  Orient- supplied  Italy  in  1950  and-1951  with  28;^  and  52.6  percent 
respectively  of  its  total  seed  oil  imports;  the  Western  Hemisphere  (with 
the  United  States  supplying  more  than  half -in  both  years),  supplied  31.8 
percent  in  1950  and  21,1  percent  in  1951.  < 

Imports  of  coconut  oil  during  the  first  6  months  of  1950  and  1951 
accounted  for  more  than  half  the  total  volume  of  industrial  seed  oil 
imported.    In  1951  coconut  oil  imports  show  just  a  slight  decrease 
(about  3  percent)  from  1950.    However,  while  1 95 Q  imports  of  coconut  oil 
were  pretty  evenly  divided  among  5  countries,  in  .1951  Ceylon  alone 
supplied  about  75.  percent.     Imports  of  linseed  oil  rose  from  600  tons  in 
1950  to  more  than  3,^00  tons  in  1951  with  the  bulk  coming  from  Argentina. 
Palm  oil  imports  in  1951  totaled  8,1+90  tons,  a  decrease  of  8.5  percent 
from  1950.    Imports  in  1950  were  mainly  (about  90  percent)  from  the  Belgian 
Congo  but  in  1951  the  Congo  accounted,  for  36  percent  of  the  total, 
Portuguese  South  Africa  for  35  percent  and  French  Equatorial  West  Africa 
for  11  percent. 

INTERNATIONAL  OILCITITURE  FEDERATION 
HOLDS  MEETING  IN  NICE 

The  International  Oilculture  Federation  held  its  last  conference  at 
Nice,  France  from  October  8  to  11  with  representatives  present  from  all 
the  important  Mediterranean  ol ive -grow ing  countries  except  Greece,  The 
Conference  considered  a  number  of  organizational  and  functional  matters, 
most  of  which  were  carried  over  from  previous  meetings  at  Rome,  Tunis, 
and  Madrid. 

The  most  important  discussions  centered  around: 

(l)  an  advertising  campaign  to  increase  the  consumption  of  olive  oil; 
(2)  crop  estimates;  (3)  control  over  stocks  and  the  release  of  these  stocks 
on  the  world's  market-  (k)  price  control;  (5)  the  creation  of  an  Oilculture 
Fund  to  aid  the  industry  by  protecting  it  from  wide  price  fluctuations  such 
as  have  occurred  in  recent  years,  and  establishing  for  consumers  stable 
prices  with  small  changes. 
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Statistics  compiled  by  the  Federation,  presumably  during  September 
1951,  forecast  a  bumper  olive  oil  output  for  the  1951-52'  crop  year. 

Carry-over,  production,  consumption  and  balances  for  each  country 
were  indicated  in  metric  tons  as  follows; 


\j  ounc ry 

*  Carry-over 
|  1950-51 

1951-52 
•  Production 

• 
• 

:  Probable 

:  Consumption 

1951-5? 

• 
• 

© 

Balance 

Algeria 

1,200 

• 

:  20,000 

:  10,000 

• 
• 

11,200 

Spain 

:  600,000 

:  375,000 

• 

.  -9', ' 

225,000 

France 

• 
• 

i  11,000 

?  11,000 

• 

Greece 

;  15,000 

i  150,000 

;  90,000 

75,ooo 

Italy 

to, 000 

:  300,000 

• 

:  300,000 

• 
• 

100,000 

:  1/  80,000 

-  • 

Morocco 

:  20,000 

9,000 

11,000 

Portugal 

1  82,000 

s  66,000 

• 

16,000 

j.  u.t  jxg  y 

*          *»v ,  uuu 

• 

jU, UUU 

Syria 

2  9,000 

9, 000 

■  « 
• 

Lebanon 

S,  000 

:  8,000 

• 

Trans Jordan 

:  3,000 

3,000 

• 
* 

Israel 

J  1,000 

!  1,000 

• 
* 

Egypt 

1,000 

J  1,000 

C 

Tripolitania 

it,  000 

:  4,000 

• " 

0 

Tunisia 

:  5,000 

%         4 0,000 

:  30,000 

15,000 

Other  countries 

%  10,000 

a 

:  10,000 

• 
» 

Totals 

:  136,200 

:  1,304,000 

:  957,000 

t 

• 

« 

483,200 

l/~*0ils  of  other  seeds,  ' 


BELGIUM'S  OILSEED 'PRODUCTION 
HIGHER  IN  1951 

Production  of  vegetable  oilseeds  in  Belgium  during  1951  amounted  to 
an  estimated  696,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  from  84,000  acres  and  5,200  short 
tons  of  rapeseed  from  5,700  acres,  reports  RCN,  Anderson,  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Brussels,    There  was  a  substantial  increase  in 
acreage  planted  to  oilseeds  this  year  and  the . production  is  expected  to 
exceed  that  of  1950  by  nearly  45  percent. 

Final  1950  acreage  and  production  of  flaxseed  has  been  placed  at 
60,386  acres  and  500,300  bushels a    Rapeseed  output  during  1950  totaled 
3,100  tons  from  3,986  acres, 
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Production  of  crude  linseed  oil  in  the  first  8  months  of  1951  was 
reported  "by  the  Belgian  Federation  of  Oil  Manufacturers  at  21,833  tons., 
Output  during  the  12  months  of  the  previous  year  amounted  to  32, IkO  tons. 
Imports  of  flaxseed,  principally  from  Canada  and  Argentina  aggregated 
2,10^,700  "bushels  in  January-August  1951  •    Exports  totaled  215,900 
"bushels  during  this  period.    Imports  of  crude  linseed  oil  of  6,0*4-3  tons 
compare  with  exports  cf  11,270  tons. 

FRENCH  MOROCCAN  1951  • 
OILSEED  SITUATION 

Preliminary  estimates  of  1951-crop  oilseeds  in  French  Morocco  indicate 
a  substantial , increase  in  production  of  flaxseed,  Morocco's  largest 
oilseed  crop,  and  a  decrease  in  sunflower  and  saf flower  seed  output, 
reports  E„L.  Stanger,  American  Consulate,  Rabat. 

Flaxseed  wa3  sown  on  188, 800  acres  this  year  and  output  was  expected 
to  approximate  1,236,000  "bushels,    During  the  previous  year  630,000  "bushels 
were  harvested  from  l*+5,800  acres „    The  large  1951  crop,  almost  double 
that  of  1950,  was  due  to  a  combination  of  favorable  weather  and  a  30 
percent  increase  in  sown  area,    It  is  still  only  half  of  the  peak  19*1-9  •• 
harvest,  however,  when  generous  price  guarantees  boosted  sown  area  to  an 
all-time  high  of  318,000  acres.    The  entire  crop,  except  for  150,000 
bushels  to  be  retained  for  seeding,  may  be  considered  to  be  an 
exportable  surplus,  since  flaxseed  is  grown  primarily  for  export, 

France  is  showing  a  renewed  interest  in  North  African  flaxseed  and 
is  willing  to  take  as  much  as  1,180,000  bushels  from  the  Moroccan 
Protectorate  on  a  priority  basis  (i.e.  licenses  for  the  importation 
into  France  of  Moroccan  flaxseed  will  be  granted  to  French  importers 
before  similar  licenses  are  granted  for  Imports  from  other  sources) .  In 
spite  of  the  lack  of  official  price  support,  flaxseed  is  likely  to  continue 
in  1952  at  about  190,000  to  200,000  acres  because  its  cultivation  is  well 
established,  especially  among  native  Moroccan  farmers. 

Sunflower  and  safflower,  the  only  important  oilseeds  produced  for 
edible  oil,  have  decreased  during  the  1951  crop  year.    Sunflower  seed 
output  was  officially  reported  at  7,165  short  tons  against  10,800  tons 
in  1950.    Production  of  safflower  seed  amounted  to  2,^50  tons  compared 
with  ^,850  tons"  in  the  preceding  season*    However,  there  is  the  belief 
that  the  1950  crops  were  not  as  high  as  reported  (15,650  tons)  and  that 
production  was  only  about  11,000  tone3    Output  in  1951  thus  probably  would 
nearly  equal  that  of  1950,  in  spite  of  the  dry  weather  prevailing  during 
the  spring  sowings  and  a  reported  increase  in  the  attacks  of  various, 
parasites,    Crushing  of  these  oilseeds  will  produce  less  than  2,200  tons 
of  edible  vegetable  oil. 

Total  annual  requirements  of  edible  vegetable  oils  in  recent  years 
have  been  around  20,000  tons,  exclusive  of  olive  oil.    In  addition  at 
least  10,000  tons  of  inedible  vegetable  oils  (or  their  oilseed  equivalent) 
must  be  imported  to  supply  the  local  soap  industry  for  the  coming  year. 
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According  to  official  sources,  however,  the  Protectorate  is  fairly  veil 
supplied  with  Vegetable  oils  at  present,  due  to  unusually  large  imports 
during  the  first  half  of  1951. 

An  interesting  development  of  the  1951  season  is  the  fact  that  castor 
"beano  are  now  attaining  commercial  importance.    According  to  preliminary 
estimates,  the  area  sown  to  this  crop  in  1951  totaled  3,460  acres  and 
it  is  likely  that  production  may  approach  1,000  tons.    Production  is  being 
encouraged  by  a  French  plastic  firm  which  claims  to  have  15,000  to  17,000 
acres  of  land  in  the  coastal  area  now  available  for  cultivation,  equipped 
with  the  necessary  machinery  for  harvesting  the  beans ,    The  firm  expects 
to  have  25,000  acres  under  cultivation  within  the  next  few  years,  with 
further  expansion  envisaged.    Present  plans  call  for  shipping  the  beans 
to  France  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  plastics. 

AUSTRALIAN  OILSEED  AC EE AGE 
CONTINUES  TO  EXPAND 

The  postwar  increase  in  total  acreage  of  vegetable  oilseeds  in 
Australia  continues  this  year,  with  a  prospective  aggregate  harvested 
acreage  about  50  percent  larger  than  the  record  acreage  harvested  last 
year,  according  to  T..C.M,  Robinson,  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy, 
Sydney, 

The  2  major  oilseeds,  flaxseed  and  peanuts,  will  each  be  harvested 
from  an  acreage  about  7°  percent  larger  than  last  year  and  cotton  acreage 
promises  to  be  about  a  third  higher.    The  acreage  intended  for  sunflowers 
is  about  45  percent  smaller,  tung  nut  acreage  continues  to  dwindle,  and 
the  bearing  acreage  in  olives  and  the  acreage  planted  to  soybeans  each 
seems  unchanged. 

If  current  plans  are  carried  out,  flaxseed  will  account  for  about  65 
percent  of  total  harvested  oilseed  acreage  during  the  1951-52  season, 
peanuts  25  percent,  cotton  7  percent,  sunflowers  3  percent,  and  olives, 
soybeans,  and  tung  nuts  for  fractional  percentages. 

The  following  table  summarizes  oilseed  acreages  during  recent  years: 


1950-51  1/   1951-52  2/ 


Flaxseed 

Peanuts 

Cottonseed 

Sunflower  seed 

Olives  (bearing) 

Soybeans 

Tung  nuts 


2,952 
7,566 

239 
5^ 

156 


6,000  8,000 

6,577  3,650 

239  239 

225  225 

128  90 


Total 


57,679 


77,220  120,254 


l/  Preliminary 


2/  Forecasts 
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"  information  on. , yield  prospects . for  f  laxseed  is :  available  only  for  New 
South  Wales  and  Queensland.    In  New' South  Wales  acreage  is  forecast  at 
about  19,000  acres,  prospects  are  excellent,  and  above-average  yields  are 
almost  assured.    In  Queensland,  where  acreage  may.  approximate  38,000  acres, 
prospects  have  been  very  poor  .but  are  improving  in  the  Darling  Downs,, 
where  three- fourths,  of  the' State.?,s  flaxseed  is  grown. 

After  declining  for  several,  year's,  the  acreage  devoted  to  ., 
peanuts'  may  be  over  tworthirds  larger. .this  year  than  last*  Queensland, 
the  largest  producing  State,  expects  28,000  acres    of  peanuts, -in  <     •  * 
1951-52.  /  ■• 

Weather  conditions  in  Queensland,  the  only  cotton  producing- State, 
will  determine  whether  the  proposed  acreage  can  be  planted.    The  prospective 
increase  from  6,000  acres  in  I95O-5I  to  8,000  acres. in  1951-52  is  due  to 
attractive  prices  for  lint  cotton  and  the  recent  increase  in  the  number  . 
of  mechanical  harvesters. 

The  acreage  of  sunflowers  grown  in  Australia  is  definitely  on  the 
down  grade,  a3  the  crop  TeTnot  as  profitable  as  wheat  or  flaxseed,  The 
downtrend  started  in  Queensland,  the  principal  producing  State,  in  the 
1950-51  season  and  present  prospects  are  that  last  year's  acreage  will  be 
cut  in  half  this  year. 

PARAGUAY 1 S  VEGETABLE  OIL 

OUTPUT  REVISED  DOWNWARD'  —  ... 

Vegetable  oil  production  in  Paraguay  in  195,1  la  now  placed  at.  about 
6,800 'short  "tons,  a  considerable  decrease  from  earlier  estimates,-, and- 
k  percent  less  than  the  revised  1950  output  of  7,100  tons,  reports  M.  Gondra 
American  Embassy,  Asuncion.    Although  output  of  cottonseed  oil.  (2,000  tons) 
and  peanut  oil  (500)  approximated    previous  1951  estimates>  production  of 
industrial  oils  fell  far  short  of  -expectations,.   Unfavorable  weather  .was 
the  principal  reason  for  the  low  outturns.  ... 

Area  planted  to  cotton  during  the  1951-52  season  is  expected  to 
approach  200,000  acres,  an  increase  of  one-fifth  from  the  previous  season. 

A  small  increase  in  the  production  of  peanuts  is  expected  during  the 
coming  season  arid  peanut  oil  output' may  amount  to  600  tons.    Peanut  oil, 
as  of  mid-October,  was  sold  wholesale  at  5 ,.23  guaranies  per  liter  bottle 
(hk.O  cents  per  pound)  and  retailed  at  6.00  guaranies  (50,5  cents), 

The  final  estimate  of  Paraguay's  1951  production  of  tung  nut3  is 
k,  100  tons,  f  1-0 to  which  about  1,200  tons  of  oil  were  produced.  Production 
in  1952  is  expected    to  reach  12,000  tons  of  tung  nuts  and  about 
3,800  tons  of  oil... 

Castor  lean  production  is  now  estimated  at  2,200  tons  and  the  oil' 
yield  at  830  tons,    High  prices  are  expected  to  boost  the  I95I-52  crop  to 
around  k,kC0  tons  from  which  an  oil  yield  of  about  2,000  tons  could  be 
expected. 
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The  production  of  palm  kernel  oil  and  palm  oil  in  1951  amounted  to 
about  1,1+00  and  900  tons,  respectively.    No  figures  vere  advanced  for  next 
year's  output  of  palm  oils. 

Since  1937,  the  authorized  exportation  of  vegetable  oils  from 
Paraguay  has  been  confined  to  industrial  varieties.    Shipments  during  the 
first  half  of  1951  (total  195 0  exports  in  parenthesis)  were:  tung  oil- 
1,058  tone  (1,435);  castor  oil-5l8  (821);  palm  oil-3^3  (793);  and  palm 
kernel  oil-119  (1,103),    Argentina,  Urugay,  the  United  States  and  England 
were  the  principal  recipients  in  both  years, 

BRAZIL'S  VEGETABLE  OILSEED  CROPS 
BELOW  EXPECTATIONS  IN  1951 

Production  of  vegetable  oilseeds  in  Brazil  in  1951  now  appears  to 
be  even  less  than  the  small  crop  of  1950.    Significant  increases  from  last 
year  are  reported  only  for  the  peanut  and  soybean  crops.    Good  crops  were 
reported  generally  for  South  Brazil  but  these  were  more  than  offset  by 
sharp  declines  in  North  Brazil. 

The  cottonseed  and  castor  bean  crops  in  North  Brazil  were  the  greatest 
disappointment.    Although  prices  of  both  seed  cotton  and  castor  beans 
were  at  record  heights  at  planting  time,  the  drought  and  shortage  of 
labor  evidently  prevented  any  increase  in  acreage.    The  drought  and  insect 
damage  to  cotton  also  reduced  the  yield  and  both  the  cottonseed  and  castor 
bean  crops  in  North  Brazil  are  now  expected  to  be  no  more  than  50  percent 
of  normal. 

Weather  in  South  Brazil  was  favorable  and  with  the  exception  of 
flaxseed,  yields  of  other  oilseed:-. were  equal  to  or  larger  than  in  1950. 
The  cottonseed  and  peanuts  crops  in  Sao  Paulo  were  about  20  percent  above 
last  year,  and  soybean  production  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  was  up  nearly  ^5 
percent  from  the  previous  season. 

The  increase  in  edible  oil  in  Central  Brazil  should  help  relieve  the 
vegetable  oil  shortage  that  lias  existed  in  that  area  for  the  past  few  years. 

The  discontinuance  of  barter  trade  in  castor  and  babassu  oils 
apparently  has  had  little  effect  in  these  industries  so  far.    The  percentage 
of  the  castor  bean  crop  that  was  crushed  this  past  season  in  Brazil  was 
the  highest  on  record.    Apparently  all  the  crop  had  been  disposed  of 
by  the  end  of  the  season  and  stocks  were  at  a  minimum. 

A  record  proportion  of  the  babassu  harvest  was  also  processed  in 
Brazil  in  1950-51  and,  consequently,  the  volume  of  kernels  exported  for 
processing  In  other  countries  was  smaller.    The  crop  apparently  was  all 
disposed  of  despite  claims  that  Brazil's  interior  prices  for  babassu 
kernels  were  far  above  world  price  levels. 
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The  earlier  estimate  of  cottonseed  production  from  the  cotton  crop 
harvested  in  1951  has  "been  revised  downward  to  6^0,000  short  tons.  This 
revision  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  sharp  reduction  in  the  estimates  of 
the  cotton  crop  in  North  Brazil.    The  1950  cottonseed  output  has  "been 
revised  upward  to  about  700,000  tons. 

The  peanut  estimate    of  the  1950-51  crop  have  not  been  changed  from 
160, COO  tons,  unshelled  basis.    Planting  of  the  new  crop  is  "beginning  and 
with- the  breaking  of  the  annual  dry  season  during  the  first  part  of 
October  the  season  is  getting  off  to  a  good  start «    Prices  of  peanuts  are 
not  favorable  and  are  nearly  h0  percent  lower  than  the  prevailing  price 
last  season  at  planting  time. 

The  sovbean  crop  harvested  this  past  May  and  June  has  been  revised 
downward  to  l7B£c,000  bushels  but  still  represents  an  increase  of  1*3  percent 
from  the  1950  output  of  1,290,000  bushels 0    Good  demand  and  favorable 
prices  are  expected  to  effect  an  increase  in  the  1951-52  soybean  acreage. 

Over  two-thirds  of  Brazil's-  castor  bean  crop  is  grown  in  Northern 
Brazil*    Brought  during  the  first  part  of  1951  seriously  affected  the  crop 
in  this  area  end  .production  of  castor  beans  is  now  placed,  at  about  135>000 
tons,  against  15k,  300  tons  in  1950.    Although  prices  have  been. at  record 
levels  for  the  past  year  and  are  reported  to  have  reached  new  peaks  in 
October,  this  apparently  has  not  stimulated  any  increase  in  castor  bean 
production,,    Migration  from  the  northeast  apparently  has  been  greatly 
increased  by  this  year's  drought  and  most  reports,  give  the  shortage  of 
labor  as  the  principal  reason  for  the  decline  in  the  castor  be&n  harvest 
this. year. 

Estimates  of  the  .1950-51  oitioica  crop  place  output  at  27,500  tons, 
a  sharp  drop  from  previous  estimates  and  a  decrease  of  about  one -third 
from  the  1950  outturn.    Production  of  oiticiea  oil  from  the  1951  harvest 
is  estimated  at  about  8,800  tons. 

The  1951  flaxseed  crop  is  now  estimated  at  around  590,000  bushels, 
or  less  than  50  percent  of  the  crop  in  each  of  the  previous  2  seasons. 
The  acreage  planted  this  year  was  estimated  to  be  only  10  percent  less 
than  last  season  but  the  drought  in  July  and  August  greatly  reduced  yields. 
All  of  the  flaxseed  and. linseed  oil  produced  in  Brazil  is  used,  for  domestic 
consumption,,    In  the  past  2  seasons  the  supply  h^s  been  greater  than  demand 
and  movement  of  the  crop  has  been  slow.    The  resulting  decline  in  flaxseed 
prices  is  reported  to  have  caused  some  producers  to  shift  to  wheat. 

Estimates  for  the  1951  production  of  other  oilseeds  have  not  changed 
from  those  previously  reported  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September 
10,  1951,  page  258  and  Foro ign  Agr ic uTture~C ircu.lar  FF0~20-51,  September 
28,  1951)  as  follows:  babasnu  kernels  -  71~7o~50  tons;  tung  fruit .  -.  7, 165; 
ouricuri  nuts  -  1,964;  tucum  .nuts  -  8,26.0;  and  sesame  seed  -  .5,730  tons. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

ANGLO -AUSTRALIAN  MEAT 
PRODUCTION  AGREEMENT 

-  The  British  Ministry  of  Food  recently  announced  the  signing  of  a  15 . 
year  meat  agreement  with  Australia  which  provides  market  assurances  to 
Australian  livestock  producers.    Minimum  prices  equal  to  those  paid 
Australia  in  1950-51  are  guaranteed  over  a  period  of  6  years  for  beef  and 
veal  and  over  3  years  for  mutton  and  lamb.    Provision  is  made  for  the 
continuance  of  the  agreement  if  trade  reverts  to  private  operations.  No 
agreement  for  pork  has  been  as  yet  negotiated. 

Under  terms  of  the  price  agreement  covering  1951-52  sales,  substantial 
price  increases  were  given,  but  the  official  announcement  did  not  reveal 
the  actual  prices  to  be  paid.    According  to  reports  these  prices  compared 
with  1950-51  prices  in  Australian  currency  will  be: 

:'.':'r-  1951-53  1950-51 

First  Grade  Beef, 

Hind  Quarters  Ai5»31d  (1^*2  U3£)  All. 56d  (10.7  US^) 

First  quality  lamb  carcases  Al6.25d  (15.1  US0)  A13.83d  (l2.9  USy!) 

First  quality  mutton  carcases  A8.36d  (1.6  US$0  A7.27d  (6.8  US^) 

Although  prices  will  be  guaranteed  at  a  minimum  under  the  long-term 
agreement,  negotiation  in  any  given  year  will  set  the  actual. prices  on 
the  basis  of  production  costs  and  other  considerations, 

EXPECT  TO  MAINTAIN 
BRITISH  MEAT  RATION 

The  British  Minister  of  Food  has  stated  that  the  Ministry  expects 
the  weekly  meat  ration  to  be  maintained  at  not  less  than  ls/5d  (21,8  U.S. 
cents)  throughout  the  winter  and  spring  of  1951-52.    The  ration  was 
reduced  from  the  ls/lOd  (25*7  cents)  to  le/7d  (22.2  cents)  in  late. 
October,    The  Minister  defended  the  high  meat  ration  of  September  and 
October  by  stating  that  most  of  it  consisted  of  home -killed  meat  which 
could  not  be  stored;  in  contrast,  the  trade  has  indicated  that  a  large  . 
proportion  of  the  ration  was  derived  from  imported  meat.    Future  rations 
are  dependent  to  some  extent  on  the  level  of  shipments  from  Argentina; 
it  is  reported  that  shipments  have  once  again  started  after  being  suspended 
2 -months  ago  because  of  shortage  conditions. 
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FOOT-AND-MOUTH  OUTBREAK 
REPORTED  IN  FRANCE 

A  very  virulent  type  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  was  reported  recently 
in  the  Ardennes  department  of  France.    French  disease  control  authorities 
are  initiating  vaccination  and  quarantine  measures. in-  the  outbreak  area. 
Livestock  imports  from  Belgium,  the  Netherlands  and  Gerraany  are  currently 
prohibited. . 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER  . 

EXPORTS  OF  EGYPTIAN 
COTTON  DOWN 

Exports  of  cotton  from  Egypt  during  August  and  September  1951;  the 
first  2  months  of  the  1951-52  season,  amounted  to  less  than  76,000  bales 
(of  500  pounds  gross),  or  only  28  percent  of  the  270,000  bales  exported 
during  the  corresponding  months  of  I95O-5I ,    Almost  25* 000  bales  have 
been  shipped  to  Rumania  in  1951-52  under  terms  of  a  barter  agreement, 
while  13,000  and  12,000  bales  were  exported  to  France  and  India,  respectively. 
The  decline  in  exports  is  attributed  to  the  high  level  of  Egyptfs  cotton 
prices  during  1951  prior  to  September.    Stocks  were  well  above  the 
minimum  needed  to  meet  export  demand. 

The  most  recent  official  estimate  (supplemental  to  first  estimate) 
of  the  1951-52  cotton  production  in  Egypt,  issued  on  November  5>  places 
the  crop  at  about  1,600,000  bales,  somewhat  below  the  first  official 
estimate  of  1,697,000  bales  released  on  October  3,    This  recent  estimate 
was  about  9  percent  below  the  final  estimate  of  1,75^,000  bales  produced 
in  I95O-5I.    Members  of  the  trade  were  generally  forecasting  an  increased 
production  this  year,  since  the  area  planted  to  cotton  increased  slightly 
from  2,050,000  acres  in  1950-51  to  2,055,000  during  the  current  season 
and  improved  growing  conditions  during  this  season  were  expected  to  result 
in  higher  yields. 

The  first  estimate  indicated  a  decrease  in  production  of  the  medium- 
long  staple  varieties  (Giza  30  and  31)  from  about  3^0, 000  bales  in  1950-51 
to  260,000  bales  (excluding  scarto)  with  the  extra-long  staple  varieties 
(Karaak,  Menoufi  and  Giza  1+5)  increasing  from  590,000  to  625,000  bales, 
The  largest  increase  in  this  group  is  expected  to  be  in  Menoufi,  Ashmouni 
and  Zagora,  the  long- staple  varieties,  are  expected  to  yield  only  slightly 
less  than  the  700,000  bales  produced  in  1950-51, 

Prices  of  old-crop  1950-51  cotton  in  recent  months  have  remained  at 
the  minimum  levels  set  by  the  Government  on  March  21,  1951,  with  all  sales 
being  made  to  the  Government.    The  program  of  Government  purchase  of  cotton 
offered  for  sale  at  these  minimum  prices.,,  since  the  Government  entered  the 
market  on  April  9,  had  resulted  in  the  accumulation  by  September  1  of 
about  230,000  bales  of  cotton  in  Government  hands,  including  about  68,000 
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tales  of  Karnak  and  Menoufi,  18,000  tales  of  Giza  30  and  1^6,000  tales  of 
Ashmouni.    The  Government  has  repeatedly  stated  that  it  does  not  plan  to 
sell  this  stock  telow  the  purchase  price,    A  tarter  arrangement  concluded 
in  July  1951  provided  for  Egyptian  cotton  from  Government  stocks  to  te 
shipped  to  Hungary  and  Rumania  in  exchange  for  wheat.    The  market  has 
declined  consideratly  since  this  cotton  was  ottained  ty  the  Government  and 
under  these  conditions  it  appears  that  other  tarter  arrangements  will  te 
necessary  to  dispose  of  the  remainder  of  this  stock* 

In  an  effort  to  revive  export  sales  and  forestall  Government  purchases 
of  cotton  under  the  price-support  program,  the  export  and  intermediate 
taxes  were  reduced -from  the  equivalent  of  11. 83  U.S.  cents  a  pound  to  2.96 
cents.    The  new  rate  was  temporary  and  applied  only  to  cotton  sold  and 
exported  during  the  period  May  28  to  August  31,  1951.    The  tax  was  again 
raised  to  11. 83  cents  a  pound  on  Septemter  1.    An  additional  tax  on  cotton 
amounting  to  atout  hi  cents  a  tale  (of  500  pounds  gross)  tecame  effective 
in  the  latter  part  of  Octoter.    This  total  is  divided  into  3  equal  parts 
to  te  applied  against  ginnings,  pressings  and  exports.    The  new  taxes  are 
expected  to  produce    £240,000  ($688,500)  per  year  for  use  in  the  promotion 
of  export  sales*  of  Egyptian  cotton. 

Between  August  1  and  August  9  minimum  prices  were  atolished  on 
all  types  of  1951-52  crop  cotton,  tut  daily  price, fluctuations  were  limited 
to  2  percent  of  the  preceding  day's  closing  price,    On  Septemter  6  the 
restrictions  on  price  increases  were  eliminated,  although  the  daily  2  per- 
cent maximum  decrease  was  maintained. 

Spot  prices  of  1951-52. crop  cotton  have  generally  shown  an  upward 
trend  since  first  quoted  on. the  Alexandria  market  in  Septemter.  Karnak 
of  good  quality,  for  example,  rose  from  53»^  cents  a  pound  (excluding 
the  export  tax)  on  Septemter  6  to  69/70  cents  on  Octoter  25,  and  jumped 
to  90,57  cents  on  Novemter  1.    During  the  1950-51  season  the  highest 
price  quoted  for  good  Karnak  was  108,^0  cents  a  pound  on  March  8,  1951. 
Prices  of  Ashmouni  cotton  have  increased  since  Septemter,  tut  -not  to  the 
same  degree  that  Karnak  prices  have  risen.    The  rising  trend  of  prices  in 
the  past  2  months  is  attributed  in  part  to  the  low  Government  estimate  of 
the  1951-52  cotton  crop  in  Egypt,  the  holding  movement  of  unginned  cotton 
ty  the  growers  in  anticipation  of  higher  prices,  some  increase  in  export 
orders  following  the  virtual  standstill  of  sales  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  and  the  awareness  on  the  market  of  the  potential. demand 
for  Egyptian  cotton  created  ty  the  United  States  cotton  stockpiling 
program  and  other  world  rearmament  efforts. --By  John  E,  Manger,  tased 
in  part  on  a  report  ty  Carroll  F.  Conover,  Assistant  Attache,  American 
Emtassy,  Cairo. 
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posts  abroad,    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 
1/    A  late  report  indicates  that  the  export  tax  on  cotton  was  restored  on  September  1, 

1951 j  to  the  rate  in  effect  prior  to  May  28,  1951. 
2/    Ceiling  price. 

2/    Price  received  too  late  for  inclusion  in  last  week's  table:    Torreon,  November  1, 
1951,  in  pesos  per  Spanish  quintal  with  U.S.  cents  per  pound  in  parentheses, 
Middling,  15/16"  285,00  (32. 49) J  taxes  6308  U.S.  cents. 


